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In the Matter of

YEAR 2000 BIENNIAL REGULATORY REVIEW WT Docket No. 01-108
- AMENDMENT OF PART 22 OF THE
COMMISSION =S RULES AFFECTING CELLULAR
RADIOTELEPHONE SERVICE AND OTHER
COMMERCIAL MOBILE RADIO SERVICES
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To: The Commission

COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF MAINTAINING
THE ANALOG COMPATIBILITY STANDARD

Bristol Bay Cellular PartnershifABristol Bay@), by its attorneys and pursuant to Federal
Communications Commission rule Section 1.415, respectfully submits these comments in response
to theNotice of Proposed Rulemaking In the Matter of Year 2000 Biennial Regulatory Review of
the Commissiorss Rules Affecting the Cellular Radiotelephone Service and other Commercial
Mobile Radio Service$WT Docket No. 01-108), adopted by the FCC on May 3, 2001, and released
for public comment on May 17, 2001. Through these comments Bristol Bay respectfully urges the
Commission to maintain the analog cellular compatibility standard so as to preserve the availability
of nationwide wireless service through a common technology.

Introduction

1. Bristol Bay is a general partnership headquartered in King Salmon, Alaska. Bristol Bay

is licensed to provide cellular service in a partitioned area of Market No. 316- Alaska RSA 2 - Bethel.

Cellular service is provided to coastal communities and commercial fishing fleets in southwest
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Alaska® Bristol Bay is owned in part and managed by an affiiate of Bristol Bay Telephone
Cooperative, Inc., a landline telephone exchange carrier owned by its subscriber members in rural
Alaska.

2. As a wireless service provider, Bristol Bayinterest in this matter derives from its
concern that elimination of the existing cellular analog compatibility standard will effectively deny
service availability (1) to roamers in Bristol Baymarket areas who no longer have subscriber
equipment that operates on the analog standard, and (2) to Bristsl &@esfomers who own analog
equipment and who travel in other areas where analog service is unavailable. This matter raises
important public safety issues as well as economic issues for carriers in small and rural markets.
Unless the Commission is prepared to mandate use of a single digital technology by all broadband
wireless carriers, the analog compatibility standard should be retained indefinitely.

The Requirement for Analog Service Compatibility Must Be Maintained

3. The Commissions NPRM inquires as to whether the Commission should maintain
or eliminate, either immediately or over time, its requirement for analog service compatibility among
cellular service providers. Bristol Bay urges the Commission to maintain the analog standard and not

to adopt a sunset date as to the compatibility requirement. While the transition to digital services has

! Bristol Bay operates cell sites in the vicinity of King Salmon, Alaska as well as in non-
contiguous areas where it identified a need for cellular service, such as Kodiak, Unalaska, and on
the remote islands of St. George and St. Paul.

? Early on in the course of fashioning rules for this industry, the Commission declined to
substitute its judgement for that of each carrier to determine what digital technology, if any, a
carrier should deploy. Such choices were considered best left to the marketplace. To deviate
from that course now would be cataclysmic considering the investment made by carriers in
incompatible digital technologies. To be clear, Bristol Bay does not suggest thainhasSion
now dictate a common digital standard for use by the wireless industry.
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progressed quickly in larger markets, there are many rural markets including areas served by Bristol
Bay where no form of digital service is currently available. Carriers such as Bristol Bay cannot
financially justify conversion to digital technology, at least not immedidt&ypamers from other
systems who are not equipped with phones operable on analog systems would not be able to place
a call on Bristol Bays analog system. Consequently, elimination of the analog standard would
effectively deny service to roamers whose home systems no longer market phones with a dual mode
capability that allows for operation on analog systems.

4. The need for compatibility is equally acute when Bristol-Bagustomers travel to
other markets. If other carriers no longer provide analog service, BristesBaystomers who
acquire equipment from Bristol Bay would not be able to make use of service in a market where no
carrier offered analog service. There is no support in the record for the notion that the country is at
all ready to forego assured access to analog cellular service. As digital standards are deployed, and
redeployed, the analog standard remains a service lifeline. It is essential to maintain the protection
now provided to subscribers by FCC Rule Section 22.901, which requireActiatdar system
licensees must provide cellular mobile radiotelephone service upon request to subscribers in good
standing, including roamerg.47 C.F.R. 22.901. No cellular subscriber should be deprived of the
opportunity to place or receive a call while in another market because he or she is the home customer

of a rural, analog system or a system that operates with a different digital technology.

® Bristol Bay is planning an upgrade to network equipment tiidhelude digital
capability. It is nevertheless apparent that even whempgatide is accomplished, the digital
standard deployed by Bristol Bay will not be same one that all roamers use when in their home
markets, and many roamers with dual mode phones will continue to use Bristsl&@®jog
service.
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Public Safety Justifies Keeping the Analog Service Standard

5. Traditional cellular subscribers are not the only cellular users who would suffer from
the loss of guaranteed access to analog technology. In its NPRM the Commission acknowledges that
analog phones have been widely distributed by charities throughout the U.S. to persons who mainly
want to be able to call911" for emergency assistance; that General MetA@nSta@automobile
assistance program uses analog cellular technology; and that TTY devices currentyiyworith
analog systems. NPREK29, 30. The value of analog service through phones used for safety must
be of paramount consideration in this proceeding.

6. Safety is a high priority in the areas served by Bristol Bay and in areas adjacent
thereto. The Alaskan fishing industry carries great risk of personal injury, due to a combination of
almost incomprehensible weather conditions, big hooks, heavy deck gear and extreme isolation.
Commercial fishing is the most dangerous job in America. A fisherman in Alaska is 16 times more
likely to die than a police officér.Much of the fishing activity occurs in bays and nearby off-shore
locations. Despite the proximity to land the work occurs in cold and turbulent waters where windy
conditions and darkness present hazardous conditions for workers. The need for reliable and
reasonably priced telephone service, interconnected with the landline telephone network, follows a
fishing fleet from one location to another. Analog service is an essential facilitator of the safety of

both the crews and of the crucial search and rescue tedittsiched hereto are articles on the

4 National Institute for Occupational Safety and Heath, Morbidity & Mortality

Weekly Report, April 27, 2001 (Vol. 50, No. 16) pp. 317-320.

> Cellular service availability has proved to be an important tool to emergency workers
even when a fishing accident scene is beyond the range of Bristed Bayshore cells. Search
and rescue missions are typically deployed from on-shore locations, such as Kodiak, where
emergency personnel make use of Bristol®agellular service.
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subject of the dangers inherent in the Alaskan fishing industry, and of the heroic efforts of those who
seek to assure the safety of the fleets.

7. Another example of a mobile industry in the region that relies upon basic and reliable
cellular service is oil and mineral exploration. Temporary settlements accompany the exploration
process, with a need for reliable telecommunications services in areas not served by local exchange
carriers. Some exploration follows seasonal patterns, such as in locations where tundra roads may
be established only during the winter months to minimize risk to the environment. Other exploration
involves the driling of test wells to determine where a new commercial field might be feasible. After
a mineral deposit or oilfield has proved economically justifiable, production facilities, pipelines and
operational infrastructure must be developed to deliver the resource to the market. The construction
process is expensive and labor intensive, and requires the immediate availability of communications
facilities. These activities can occur with little or no notice to cellular licensees, who are expected
to immediately provide needed communications services. Having the analog standard as a common
denominator for this type of use is essential to meeting the indasteed. The standard permits
Bristol Bay to assure the temporary users that their handsets will work on Brist 8aliplar
system.

8. Analog communications support is critical for economic growth in Bristo:8ay
region. Alaska, with its vast size and extreme climates, often has no established public infrastructure
to support temporary or developing business activity in remote areas. The forms of economic activity
which occur in isolated areas, such as commercial fishing, mining, oil exploration, oil production,
conservation and park management, depend upon the availability of reliable communications facilities

for safety and logistical support for all personnel. It greatly benefits all who live and work in the
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region that analog cellular communication service is available as needed. Families can stay in touch
without having to invest in the latest digital technology. Without ubiquitous analog communications
accessibility there would be a substantial risk of harm to persons and property, and diminution to the
quality of life. Only by retaining the analog standard will the public interest be well served.

Market Forces Do Not Yet Justify Abandoning the Analog Service Standard

9. The Commission suggests that market forces provide a sufficient incentive for cellular
providers to utilize new compatible nationwide technologies. While this may be so in many places,
Bristol Bay believes that the cellular analog compatibility standard should be retained as a necessary
element of nationwide interoperability. Because the analog standard is prevalent in Alaska and other
sparsely populated areas, subscribers of rural systems would be disadvantaged if the analog standard
begins to be eliminated by cellular carriers elsewhere.

10.  The analog standard does not limit carriexisility to incorporate digital technologies.

In fact, it helps the carrier to maintain a layer of analog coverage. This is because the digital signal
has a weaker propagation strength than the analog signal, so the analog signal is used to fill in gaps
between cells. For its part, however, Bristol Bay has no immediate plans to adopt digital technology
at all of its cell sites. The cost of conversion is not justified by the number of customers who would
use it, and the investment required by customers and Bristol Bay to replace all analog handsets is far
too great affect a rapid transition to digital.

11.  Flexibility of technology is a workable concept for new wireless services for which
initial licenses are being awarded by competitive bidding. While it works for them, it is unfair to cite
their circumstance as a reason to subject cellular services to a departure from analog technology.

Analog is the lifeline around which industry standards have matured and upon which customers now
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rely. It is a distinguishing, marketable characteristic by which cellular can compete with PCS and
other new services. Perhaps someday a full digital transition will be assisted by cellular technologies
still on the drawing board. Meanwhile metropolitan subscribers may find quick and economical
solutions in the dual-mode or multiple-mode cellular phones. But Bristol Bay finds that such network
technology is not yet economical in its area or for its size system. Likewise, the necessary handset
devices are not yet within the economic reach of BristoEBawyral subscribers and lower income
users.
Conclusion
Bristol Bay urges the Commission to retain the analog compatibility standard for cellular
radiotelephone services nationwide. The protections of FCC Rule Section 22.901 continue to benefit
both home and roaming cellular system users in rural areas, and the licensees who serve them. Public
safety issues as well as economic issues affecting small businesses warrant preservation of the analog
standard.
Respectfully submitted,

BRISTOL BAY CELLULAR PARTNERSHIP

By:

David L. Nace
Pamela L. Gist
Its Attorneys

Lukas, Nace, Gutierrez & Sachs, Chartered

1111 19th Street, N.W., Suite 1200

Washington, D.C. 20036

(202) 857-3500

June 28, 2001
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Risky Work Has a Hook in Fishermen

Commercial Employees on Boats Are 30 Times More
Likely to e on the Job

Peppy dndersen Areociated Press
April 15, 2040 ; Page A12

SEATTLE - Commercial fishermen know theirs i opo ol The most dangerous
professions, especially i the winior off Alaska - bul they go 8o s sayway

"IFs in the bleod,” Steve Cusiodio said with  shrug at Fisherman's Termirnal in Salman
Bay before heading vt 1o fgh for black cod in the Bening Ses “You cis yousssll ol
bus you koep galng bock.”

"There's an excitement that yau can’t undersiand 1] you're st there,” sid David W
Rursdall, whase son David, 34, was skipper of the Fshing bost Arctic Rese

The 92-fioat vewsol vanshed o the Bering Sea off Alaska on April 20 15 people em
baanl, Rumdall's som is the only ore whose body was recovered. He had palied en his
survival suit, but it wass't fully sipped agnins water that is arourd 34 degrees this time
ol vegr,

"l thisk peaple sither fall it love with it or they're scared to death e never wand 1o sed
oot in one of those boms again* sid the senior Rusdall, of West Seaitle

Teopde will tell you hair-rassieg stories and they' Il be smiling,” he sid. His son spared
the farmily ig stories, "but 1 heand from his fends, The close calls and things.*

According %o the National Iestinute for Oocapaticnal Safery amd Heailth, commercial
Fishermeen are 30 fimes & [feely to die an the job & the average Amesican worker,

Although the annual average for Rikiog fxtalides im Alaska s aroumd 17 - down from
B high of 33 mn | 992 -~ the snking of the Arclic Rose carlier this monih has airemly
brought this year's wtal io 17, said Coast Guard L. Crndr, Emie Marian, i manine
gabety wllicial m Juresi. Alnska.

"A ot of people come up here . . . 1o test themsebves againgt flie sca. There i always
geang 1o be an clement of denger.” he said

‘Winter on ihe Berimg Sea con prodisce 50-foce seas, | 00-knot winil and wind chills of
Atk by pero. Waves crashing onodeck can il a boal ar shoct aut vital elecirieal gear
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e fomning on 4 bosl's superstruciure and gear can make shipe 50 1op-hervy they
capsize. And Ihe weather con combine wilh mechamical problems, soch s fiiled bilge
purnpE

" litale faiking is no going 1o cause a boat fo sink, but it coukl casme & capcade of
failures thal could ulimalely be catastrophsc.® mid Jopathan Parolt, director of
emgireering for Jensen Maritime, a Scatile menne engineering company. “IF a litle ek

aprings up in the ball, if your bilge pamps are working. ('8 o big deal = bul if they're
nol then beaven help wou ™

Irs auddlition fo all ihat, fishermen can be malmed o killed by big hooks, hesvy deck genr
or the equipment ussd fo prozess (he caich.

"Irs relimitbess," said Bemie Fernandez, 42, of Beellimgham, Wash., who was paying his
respecis fo the crew of the Arctic Bose af the Fishermen's Memarial, a wall bearing 1he
names of the undneds of Sealtle Ashernuen lost g1 sen since 1900,

Femnandez fished in the: | 550 and 1990s out of Petersburg, Alsska, until kis Fimaly bad
emangh

"When you went out om b Bering Sea, you knew yow were amoeg the @lite,” he sid,
“Wou had 16 Be the best ar you didn't come home *

The cause of the Arctic Roso's sinking isn'l knawn, Iis ssiomatic cmengency Incator
bescon began broadeasting at 3:30 am,, when the weather was relatively calm for the
Benng Sea d- (o #-food seas and wind blowing af 24 knota,

"It bad 1o bave bhappened very quickly,” and the crew member Bkely weps ssleep
helow decks, the elider Rundall sail

Riscuers found David Rundall, o few senpiy survival suits, an emspty el and an o:
shesn. Anciher hindy was sposied bus lost,

"This was his kst irip.” the fatker sid, *Being away from bis family — it got to be Toa
much for bém. . . His wife found him & tanker job, traveling on & big safe ship *

Owersight of the mdustry is slim, Fishing vessels under 5,000 tons “ars what we call
aninspected vessels,® Mariom s,

The indusiry 18 exempt from minimum-wags fequenements and gebs anly spoity
attenticn fram the Ogcupeticsal Safety and Health Adminisirstioa.

Standanls sei by the Fishing Vessel Salery Act of 1991 anby apply t0 beats budll stnee
then, kot “wie don’t see many of those,” Momon said,

"W ol o lot of exemption requests,” he aaid. which smetimes come witl palitical
pressure

Adosl vessels submit to valusdary dockesle inspecions lor safeiy gear and il The
Coast Guard wanis such imspections 1o be mandaiory
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"o amoant of regulinion can elimisate the rige,” said Rep. Brian Baird (D-Wash.),
whe worries aboat the adequacy of the Coast Giuand hudget this year, especiadly with
recent foel price inerenses.

People in the mdustry sid the owner ol the Arclic Rose, Dave Clney of Anctic Sale
Seafoeds, reated hig crows well and worked in the off ssasen 1o malstan the
daimpary’s Iwo boats, the Arciic Rose and {12 sisier ship, the Alaskon Rose,

His braiher, Mike, wis engineer an the Arctic Rase when [ vanished, and Dave Qiney
himself seippered the vessel wniil thnee wocks ago.

"I figosne if' he owner's going out there, they've gal ta have confidence in the hoat.” he
clder Rundall said.
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The Bering Sea's Dependable Haul: Tragedy

Loss of a Crew of 15 Offers Chilling Reminder of
Fishing's Toll

Willicwe Booth Waskingtan Posr ST Weier
Mlay 13, 2001; Pape A3

KODUAK, Alasks — The flrsi thing io undersiand is this: The disappesrance of the
Arciic Rose was not a [meak acoident.

Flshimg bosts sink with frighitenieg feguescy hone i the most dangerous wabers in ihe
el dangeriis profesion in the nation. 'What & unesunl ahoat the Arctic Reses is thi
all 15 crew members aboard went down without uitering an audible ey,

[ was as if they fell off the edge of the workd, Mo distress call, No Mayday, Probably
hecapse thers was 1o time,

In lbe Bering See, a fishing vessel can death-ml] ina Bearibeal. Sirong ships bailt like
taitering rams becams: gt unstable as a tippy canoe, 25 tons of ice overload the 1op
dicks, or the hig oets foul, and they are swallowed inoa single, horrible gulp by & rogue
WIVE

Lixst month, the Arctic Bose was corsumed. Al it left behind was & oil slick. an emply
life raft, o dead skipper -- mnil o mvsiery

"There is 2 very good possibilety thet we're never going 1o know whas higrpened ot
there,* sasd Cape. Romakd 1. Morris, head of the Cosst Guanl's formal inguiry inea the
iinking. "Because nobady 58 lefl alive 1o tell the story."

I was the deadliest single accident in the ULS. Rsling fNee in half & century,

Yl while the loss of 15 fishermen on one bost is exceptional, the Arctic Rose 18 just
oine of dozers of boats thai will alip beneath e see-pray walen (s year of T the cozsi
of Alaskn.

Thee pursuin of ealmon steaks, crab legs and fish sticks comes 22 a steep price.
Coammercial fishimg remnins the most dangenous ccoupation in Americs. & fidhermn
in Absskn is 10 tmes mooe likely 1o die than a pelice aflioer.

The amnual accounting of the fishing indwestry i Alasks can rend like & repoet s a
barilefield: crew members lified inso helscopien, boeding from aw ful Emputations or
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havng suffered fractured skuwlls; beats lest or foandering due 10 engine Toibanes, fne or
grosanding,

Whal makes lishing in Alnsks so dangerons 8 the combimation of alimast
imcomprehenaible comditions and exineme isclation. Gigantic starms pummel thess
walers, particularly in the winter and spring, and rescue can b hours anid often davs
Iy,

The might the Arctic Rose wemt dosn, the 92-foal trawler was workimg an area known
i the femchung Flols, as lonely a piece of ocean as exisgs in LLS, walers, same 235
miles narthwest of o rempte land called S1. Faul in the Bering Sea. Even on decent
1515 Ihl-i'pumuﬂ 1o show all of e Uinited Seates, 51, Pl olten falls off the houndary,
piven over o Russia

Thae Arcile Bose was a "hesd and gai” boat, meaning i caught and processed fish ima
meni-factary on its sthern decks, and then froze the filets. The boat was oul ssarching for
rack snde.

The weather that might wes relstively ealm. Scaliered smow showers. Winds from (be
enst of mround 25 mph. Waves rolling scross the fishing grounds of the height of & |
mian.

“That's niee and ealm on the Bering S=a," said Cmdr, Craig Gilbert, eaptain of the
Storis, @ 230-foot Cosst Guand cubier thal walches aver the Alaska fsling feet.

Ot & shakedown cruiss st week, Gilben sai in the bridge of the Storis, whach wims
buslt in |5%42 and &8 the oddest cisier in the Cosst Guard eet, os his crew ran man-
overboand] dolls

*I've swiled bere and F've sailed the East Cogst and this is by Br the worst weaiher Fre
e aeen.” Gilber! said "H is almost hard to describe. Brual. Unpredictable, Remote.
Take your pick, People think you're exaggerating. 101 blew far four ar five days at &)
kneds [42 u'rph| LU here they don't call that a hwmicane. They call it windy, ™

The fishimg flect that went after srow erab o Febnaary food an onslaeghi of bamcane-
fance winds and steop, ugly seas 30 feet high. An informall coumt by 8 repones wiil the
Alaska Fisherman's Joumnal found that 14 crabbing beats lest wimdows during the
stonm, damage thal requires remdmdous [onee,

When (B Sloris was lasi ouf an patrol, Const Caaed cevwmen dad a routine boarding of
the Arciic Roee on Feb. 25 o check Tor safisty gear and o ook a the fish they were
taking. Gilbert does nai recall anything aut of the ordinary.

O April 1, ihe naght beflore the Arciic Ros: snk, the vesse] communicared at aroursd
L0 pum. with its sister ship, the Alaskan Rose, which was fishing the same walers.

Like mosi modern Mshing boats, the bridge of the Amctic Rose was & mini-
commumications ceter. with VHF and single-sideband eadios amd savellite and cellular
phones, Investigaton siepeet il whatever happened to ibe Arctic Rose was fist and
calaslruphic.
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A 338 o, on Apail 2, an orbiting eaellite relaved s smomated distress call from the
Anctic Rose. | was a coded beep from the vessel's Emergency Posstion [ndicating
Radss Beacon, an EPTER, which is sctiviied when submergad in water, The ausamated
distress was received by an orbiling salellite and relaved five manutes lster to Coast
Civard hendyusariers in Junesu,

Repeaied anempis o hoil the Arctic Rose failed, and so search-and-rescoe aperations
began in Kodaak. & Coast Guard C-130 aiecrall was aithorne and en rowe in an Bour
and X5 minutes, hut becawse of the grent distance, it woukl ke five bours for the plane
Lo nesach. b sile.

While slofi, the C-1 3 reached the sisier shap, the Alnskon Rose, which was only seven
mibes away [rom the sunken vissel ba had beand nsthiag from the Amtie Rose.

In the memdng light, the Alaskan Rose fousd the debrs field: the ol slick, the smpty
lifie mafl, six enply survival sais afloat, s the skipper, who had gatten nbe kis med
sarvival suit bui had not managed o zip 5 up completely, The thick, balky MNeoprene
gl are actually hond 10 get inio. The gloved harsds ars afien mittens, amd the cold
wler quickly saps strength. When entered dry, the sxils can keep o person alive in
frezlig wates for bours, bl if wases enbers the gutli, the survival times are Srastically
reduced.

Clogsl Grusand mvestigitors, amd e men and worrsen who fish s feghd edge, know ha
the marvival time for a heman mmersed in the: near-freesmg; waler of the Bening Sea is

rivcasiied in misules. The water iempersiure wes 36 degroes ihe aight the Arctle Rosey

disappeared. Seawaler freezes ai 25 degrees.

Coast Ciuard restas swimmer Bob Walson, who has plucked many fisberiren rom he
waler, describes it this way: “You feel o cherfdev-borse, and then yoo star to gel really
still. Lo lock. ¥ om swim wiith wour semis and then they go.” The sarvival charis predser
loss of conscicusness in 15 o 30 minubes. *And a lol of them lose the will © live fser
thay that,”™ Watsan said,

Diave Jeniry, capiain of the Alnska Spint, a 98-fool trawler, has been Mixhing in Alavka
for maore than twi decades and is ooe of the mes respecsed skippers in Kodisk, He can
onily psess whal sank the Arcib: Rose, 1 i postible thal ke conled the vessel's upper
devks, decreasing nis stohility, or that a dmggimg net polbed it over,

"There 1 nod one doy ot thene vou doa'l wosry aboa geiting home,™ be sasd last week.
a5 he and his crew wens baiting hooks with sgaid o go ot for halibat.

Coast Guard investipalon will examme what medificalions were made to the Ancise
Rz thal might have changed how it rides in the water, Ome fomaer crewempn whis
warked on the boal when it was under different ownership described the vessel as oo
narvw e tipgpy for ik Bering Sea.

The current owners of the Arctic Fose have dechined 10 speak with reporiers, crling
leoming bawswits by the relatives of the dead crew members. One of the boat's owners
lixsl bad brother m (e sinking.
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While the kass af the Arctie Rode has remewed calls by Coast Guard officials for more
regulation of an industry filked with risk-takers, the commnercial fshing mdustny md
mary of 18 palitical patnens kve realously protected the business from incressed
safely requirements.

Caongress has consistent |y nefiised to grant the Cozst Gaand more power o inspect
fishing captains and their vessels

U skipper m Elodisk who supparts more aversighi says that the fish hie calches hive
mare prodections fram the govemment han the crows be salos 1o sea

Al one dockside bar, a coupls of crewmen who nsked chat their names sol be usad said
many ardingy fshermen probably would welaome mans sabety rules. "Bt the skippers
ol ewmers don'l want iL" sakd pee young bearded man from Cregion, *They want i
canch fish and make money, So do I, But | have walked away froem boats that look bad.
Youw can pust el The maimienance hasn't been done, The owners five someplace élse
And i k=, like, normal for hoats 10 g2t inso trowkle out there.”

Whaolesale commercial fizhing in Alnskn iz a §1.2 billion-a-yesr indusary — maoee than
half the seafood cought im LLS. waiers comes fom the state. Taipayers also subsidize

the imdusiry through the Coast Guand stalsans, cutiers and helicopiers o wasch aver ihe
fizhermen and to rescue them when they get into trmuble

Yol the safety recond of the Oshing Meet in Alska — a5 measured by the sumbser ol
deaths — has slowly improved through the 1990

Jenmifer Lincaln, a researcher with Manoeal Insteure for u_'h:n:np-nn-.mnl Safery m
Anchomye, fourd that wiile the number of veis® 061 a1 s m Alaska has remained
eteuly — betwain 15 amd 45 sink every year -- the mortality miegs have been decrsisimg.

Lincaln and others eredit the pessnge in 1988 of the Commercial Fishing V' essel Safety
Ael, which was a first Jogistative sbep to svve lives aboard he boass. The ser mandanes
minimal safety equipment. Coast Guard officiale say they want 10 build wpan the
emzeeas of the 1982 law with siricker requiremenis for safety inspections of vessgls and
CTOTE.

At the end of Merch, the Ceas Guard headquarbers in Junzau issued a news relense
congratalating the Alasks commercial fishing indusiry for inproved safiay. In 1991,
34 fishermen died. In 2000, oaly seven, This year was looking even betier.

Two crew members died an the Amber Dawm, e 5 voung feberman (el o the
water i few hundsed wands [rom be docks al Kodiak and drowned. Mo one an that boa
saw him go o the sea

Thim the Areiie Rose dusappeanal
“This is & great life,” sasd Jeniry, who was rgging kooks under a blie sky in port as his

woung grarelsoa played around the boal. "Bt there is oot o minute ool there yoe can
slop worrying. And sometimes, for all the worrying, your luck runs oul.”



